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(the favourite top part). His cousins looked down while he was severely
rebuked by his mother. But this sad lapse was exceptional.                      ^   .
When he was about six he must have been told why there
was a flutter all around him. They might well be excited. One
of his little boy cousins had been taken to Windsor Castle as
a specimen infant from whose healthy arm vaccination might
be transferred to the new-born Prince of Wales, afterwards King
Edward the Seventh.
Uncles and aunts and surviving ancestors made the related
families a large clan of closely knitted households. To a troop
of cousins and new brothers and sisters coming rapidly, Joseph
was a hero and a leader. Contrasted with these were elders who
seemed to the children a thousand years old. His great-grand-
mother, Mary Austen, was still alive though dating from the
reign of George the Second. She had been born so long long ago
that she was a young woman when Chatham and Wilkes and
Junius were names of the day; when Dr* Johnson was in full
vigour, Burke in his prime, and Fox emerging; before the
younger Pitt or Nelson and Wellington were known. She was
not far from fifty when the French Revolution broke out. Thus
in the family a single life linked Joseph Chamberlain's day to
Chatham's. A miniature shows her charming when young, and
she knew the Book of Psalms by heart. They called her "Little
Granny". Taken now and then to Little Granny's room, at
Springfield Grove, Camberwell, Joe was lifted on to the bed to
speak to her. She died in 1843 at the age of ninety-one. She re-
membered far far more than she could tell a child not yet quite
ready for school, but he remembered her. Her daughter, his
"grandmother Harben", died the year after, another impressive
elder with an, awe-inspiring white cap and a compensating black
bag. This Bilk bag held her knitting, yet macaroons came out of
it. She cut them up with a little silver pocket-knife for distribu-
tion to her grandchildren.
These interludes were of small significance by compari-
son with the constant influence of his parents. Their different
characters will como out better in later pages. This eldest boy
had the high spirits of the Harbens and the tight discipline
of the Chamberlains.